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Architect Program® 

The BMO Nesbitt Burns Architect 
Program is designed to address the 
needs of sophisticated investors 
by combining the benefits of 
separately managed accounts with 
the best of traditional investing. 

The Simplified Way to Build Wealth

The BMO Nesbitt Burns Architect Program (Architect) is a unified investment 
account that eliminates the need to maintain multiple accounts to achieve 
a diversified investment solution. With Architect, all your investments are 
consolidated into one account — with one fee and one performance statement. 

Architect introduces you to a whole new level of diversification — one that reduces 
risk by offering diversification by investment manager, investment style and 
various investment vehicles such as individual stocks, bonds, mutual funds and 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) — all within a single account.

How It Works

BMO Nesbitt Burns Architect Program

Includes 
¤

Separately Managed Accounts (SMA)

An SMA is an individual investment account where your assets are managed directly by an 
institutional money manager. The manager purchases securities for you based on a model 

portfolio, and you own those underlying securities. SMAs are highly customizable and can be 
very tax efficient.

Combined With 
¤

Individual stocks, bonds, ETFs, mutual funds and other eligible managed and  
non-managed investments.

Used to complement the separately managed accounts and diversify your portfolio.

Using 
¤

Asset allocation principles to deliver performance  
and diversification within a single account.

Advice, Monitoring and Oversight

After working with you to determine your financial needs, objectives and risk 
tolerance, your Investment Advisor will develop your Investment Policy Statement 
(IPS). Your IPS will then be used by your Investment Advisor to guide the selection 
of money managers and the individual investments within your account. 
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Your Investment Advisor, along with the BMO Nesbitt Burns Portfolio Management Advisory Group, provide rigorous, ongoing 
monitoring, oversight and portfolio management to ensure your investments continue to meet your objectives and remain 
focused on your goals.

In addition, Architect uses Placemark Investments, Inc., the leading provider of overlay portfolio management services 
in North America, to coordinate the activities between the individual investment vehicles in the managed portion of your 
account. Responsibilities include automatic rebalancing to return your portfolio to its strategic asset mix, intelligent cash 
management of contributions and withdrawals, enhanced tax management functions and coordinating the trading among your 
various investment managers.

Reporting

Your Architect statement provides everything you need to keep abreast of your portfolio, all within a single, quarterly report. 
The reporting package provides performance details, tax information and a full listing of all the securities that make up the 
account. In addition, your Investment Advisor can provide you with insightful quarterly investment manager commentaries as 
well as a comprehensive year-end summary documenting the activities that occurred within your account during the past year.

One Comprehensive Fee

Architect uses a tiered structure to determine the annual management fee for your account. The fee will vary depending on the 
amount invested and the type of assets held in your account. The comprehensive fee covers:

 � Management of your portfolio

 � Transaction costs

 � Custodial fees

 � Due diligence services 

 � Quarterly and annual reporting

 � Administrative services

The management fee may be tax deductible for non-registered accounts. Clients are encouraged to seek independent advice on 
all tax matters.

Benefit From the Power of One 

For all its complexity and sophistication, Architect presents you with a remarkably simple and easy-to-manage investment 
solution. 

 � One account to hold all your investments

 � One Investment Policy Statement executed through one coordinated portfolio

 � One all-inclusive quarterly statement

 � One annual summary of activity

 � One comprehensive fee

It all adds up to the most efficient and effective investment solution available.   

Contact your BMO Nesbitt Burns Investment Advisor for more information about Architect. 
Visit www.bmo.com/nesbittburns for more information about the products and services available through BMO Nesbitt Burns.

The opinions, estimates and projections contained herein are those of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. (“BMO NBI”) as of the date hereof and are subject to change without notice. BMO NBI makes every 
effort to ensure that the contents herein have been compiled or derived from sources believed reliable and contain information and opinions that are accurate and complete. BMO Nesbitt Burns 
Inc. provides this commentary to clients for informational purposes only. The information contained herein is based on sources that we believe to be reliable, but is not guaranteed by us, may be 
incomplete or may change without notice. ® “BMO (M-bar Roundel symbol)” and “Making Money Make Sense” are registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal, used under licence ® “Nesbitt 
Burns” and “Nesbitt Burns Architect Program” are registered trade-marks of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Montreal. If you are already 
a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information. The comments included in the publication 
are not intended to be a definitive analysis of tax law. The comments contained herein are general in nature and professional advice 
regarding an individual’s particular tax position should be attained in respect of any person’s specific circumstances.             
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